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RWKS/ 1. NAVY CONTI NUES TO BE AT THE FOREFRONT OF REDUCI NG
ALCOHOL ABUSE VWH CH ULTI MATELY HAS AN EFFECT ON READI NESS.
WE HAVE SEEN ALCOHOL ABUSE | NClI DENTS DROP FROM 6, 815 I N
1996 TO LESS THAN 4, 000 IN 1999. DW | NCl DENTS HAVE ALSO
BEEN S| GNI FI CANTLY REDUCED FROM 1, 795 I N 1996 TO 983 IN
1999. WE LOST 17 SAILORS TO ALCOHOL RELATED MOTOR VEH CLE
FATALI TIES I N 1999, THE LOAEST I N MORE THAN 10 YEARS.

2. WE KNOW OUR SUCCESS I N CONTI NU NG THE REDUCTI ON CF
ALCOHOL ABUSE | N NAVY HAS NOT OCCURRED OVERNI GHT. | T HAS
TAKEN A CONCERTED EFFORT BY ALL HANDS SUPPORTI NG

RESPONSI BLE DRI NKI NG AND THE CONCEPT THAT IT'S OK NOT TO
DRI NK, FROM THE DECKPLATES TO SENI OR LEADERSHI P.

THESE SI GNI FI CANT RESULTS ARE A PRODUCT OF NAVY'S RI GHT
SPI RI'T CAMPAI GN.

3. RIGHT SPIRIT HAS BEEN AND REMAI NS THE CORNERSTONE OF
NAVY' S ALCOHCOL ABUSE PREVENTI ON CAMPAI GN, AND IS KEY TO
NAVY' S ONGO NG COVW TMENT TO REDUCI NG THE EFFECTS COF
ALCOHOL ABUSE ON READI NESS. WWE ARE MAKI NG A DI FFERENCE, BUT
OUR WORK |'S NOT FI NI SHED. CONTI NUED SUCCESS OF QUR EFFORTS
TO DATE REQUI RES ACTI VE SUPPCRT AND | NVOLVEMENT OF ALL
HANDS. ULTI MATELY EACH SAI LOR MAKES A PERSONAL DECI S| ON ON
WHETHER OR NOT TO DRI NK; AND, |F THEY DO SO, THEY KNOW THEY
WLL BE REQU RED TO DRI NK RESPONSI BLY. RESPONSI BLE RI NKI NG
MEANS THE RI GHT PLACE, THE RI GHT QUANTITY, AND THE RI GHT
TIME.  ANYTH NG LESS THAN THI S CREATES UNNECESSARY AND
UNWANTED RI SK.  NAVY LEADERS MJUST ENSURE ALL HANDS KNOW THE
CONSEQUENCES OF | RRESPONSI BLE DRI NKI NG AND MUST SUPPORT
THOSE WHO CHOOSE NOT TO DRI NK.  SAILORS W TH REPEAT



| NCl DENTS OF ALCOHOL ABUSE M SCONDUCT W LL BE APPROPRI ATELY
DI SCI PLI NED AND PROCESSED FOR ADM NI STRATI VE SEPARATI ON.

4. SEVERAL | NI TI ATI VES ARE ON THE HORI ZON TO HELP US

CONTI NUE THE DOWNTREND OF ABUSE. THESE | NCLUDE A NEW RI GHT
SPIRIT VI DEO FOR OFFI CER ACCESSI ON TRAI NEES, REVI SED
EDUCATI ON COURSES, TV COWERCI ALS SUPPORTI NG RIGHT SPIRI T
BEAMED TO SHI PS AT SEA, WEB- BASED TRAI NI NG TO PUT MORE
FLEXI BI LI TY I N COWANDI NG OFFI CER HANDS, AND NEW RI GHT
SPIRI T MARKETI NG TOOLS FOR COMVAND DAPAS. VHI LE

PROGRAMVATI C | MPROVEMENTS W LL HELP, IT IS VI TALLY

| MPORTANT THAT WE CONTI NUE TO EMPHASI ZE, AT ALL LEVELS,
THAT ALCOHOL ABUSE HARMS READI NESS AND TODAY' S NAVY CANNOT
AFFORD THAT. WE FULLY I NTEND TO CONTI NUE TO | DENTI FY ABUSE
AND DEPENDENCY PROBLEMs, PROVI DE TREATMENT AND RESTORE

| NDI VI DUALS TO FULL DUTY UPON COVPLETI ON OF PRESCRI BED
TEATMENT, EDUCATI ON AND | NTERVENTI ON. WE ALSO FULLY | NTEND
TO BE FREE OF THE EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL ABUSE ON FORCE

READI NESS. TO DO THI S REQUI RES A COW TMENT ON YOUR PART
AND EMPHASI S TO SUBORDI NATES.

5. | WANT TO REEMPHASI ZE TO ALL HANDS, OUR COWM TMENT TO
THE RIGHT SPIRI T CAVMPAI GN AND RESPONSI BLE DRI NKI NG | N

TODAY' S NAVY. LEADERSHI P, EDUCATI ON, AND | NTOLERANCE OF
THOSE WHO ABUSE ALCOHOL W LL CONTI NUE TO ENHANCE EFFORTS TO
ELI M NATE ALCOHOL ABUSE | N OUR NAVY. SHARE YOUR

I NI TI ATI VES, SUCCESSES, AND CHALLENGES W TH US.

6. POCINTH S MVATTER I S MR. M KE BEECH, PERS-602, AT
(901) 874-4500/ DSN 882 OR E-MAI L: P602@PERSNET. NAVY. M L.

7. RELEASED BY VADM N. R RYAN, JR, NL.//
BT
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